ESCHATOLOGY AND MESSIAXISM
fallen angels and their leader, makes it clear that the myth in
question had its source in the Persian idea of the final struggle
between Good and Evil. It is to be noted, however, that the ex-
pectation of an ideal king, ruling over the universe, was common
to the Semitic peoples. It represents the particular pattern of
the reorganization of the world peculiar to the Semitic imagina-
tion.1 Even in Assyro-Babylonian religion, the expectation
of a Messianic kingdom seems to be an anticipation of the myth
as it was later developed by Jewish Christianity. It already
contains the Messiah, who is both god and man. the super-
natural birth, the miraculous resurrection, the hope of a return,
and other elements.2
The apocalyptic visions of Enoch and 4 Esdras did not gain
general acceptance in Israel, and even those who did accept
them did so with reservations. The Sibylline Oracles, for
instance, still preserved the notion of an invincible king who
would come to reign over the renewed world, and would convert
the Gentiles by the splendour of his glory.3 Moreover, the
Psalms of Solomon, which belong to the time of Pompey (about
63 b.c.), maintain the same attitude, as the following passages
show : " It is thou, 0 Lord, who hast chosen David to be king
over Israel, and thou hast made a covenant with him regarding his
seed for ever, that his kingdom shall not pass away from before thy
presence " (xvii. 4) ; " Hearken, Lord, and raise up for them their
king, of the house of David, at the hour which thou hast appointed,
0 God, to rule over thy servant, Israel; and gird him with strength
that he may bring low the unjust rulers and purge Jerusalem of
the nations who throng her streets, bringing her to ruin. Give him
wisdom and justice, and let him drive out sinners from the heritage.
. . ." (xvii. 21), and again in xvii. 30: " And he will bring all
the heathen under his yoke, and they will serve him.'*' These
quotations obviously represent the earlier belief, and it is hard
to say whether, in the time of Jesus, it still predominated. I
am inclined to think so, because, in the first place, the various
Messianic claimants known to us had nothing celestial about
their origins, and in the second place, the Pharisaic schools do
not seem to have represented the appearance and birth of the
Messiah as differing at all from those of any ordinary man.4
Justin Martyr attributes to the Jew Trypho the saying, u We
all await a Messiah who shall be a man bom of men," 5 and
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